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If you are a parent, how did you feel when your first baby was born? 
Most parents are so excited when their child is born that they want 
the world to know about the great event. Our Father God was so exited that He 
wanted us to know about an amazing and great event that happened in Bethlehem.

Luke 2:8-14
Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. 
Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day 
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in the city of David a Savior, who 
is Christ the Lord. And this will 
be the sign to you: You will find a 
Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, 
lying in a manger.” And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multi-
tude of the heavenly host praising 
God and saying: 
      “Glory to God in the highest, 
      And on earth peace, goodwill  
      toward men!”

It looked like just another night 
for the shepherds as they stood on 
the hills watching over their sheep. 
What a shock to have a glorious 
angel show up and give them such 
astonishing news. Never had they 
seen or heard anything like this. 

This was one of the greatest events 
that ever came to this earth. God 
had planned it before the beginning 
of time. Eternity up to that time 
waited for this event. This great an-
nouncement was to all people and 
not to the Jewish people only. This 
Good News is ringing in our ears 
today. God’s Son was born. 

This was the beginning of the end 
to the law that God had given to 

Moses and to the Jewish people 
that governed their relationships 
with Him. God had to make the 
playing field equal. The law came 
to give mankind the knowledge 
that all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God. 

Time was in motion and the Bible 
says that in due season Christ was 
born. This was a Kairos moment. 
This is when God’s Word and time 
came together. God had gathered 
all the prophetic words of the Old 
Covenant, put them into a seed 
into Mary, and Jesus was born. No 
wonder the angels were shouting 
and singing  “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good-
will toward men!”

What did God mean by “peace 
on earth, goodwill toward men.” 
Some think that peace is when 
there will be no more wars and 
sin on earth, and everyone and 
everything has peace with each 
other. No, God was talking about 
bringing peace between mankind 
and Himself. Jesus was the an-
swer, and He came to earth to put 
on an earth suit so we could see 

what God Himself looked like. 
This was the greatest visita-
tion of heaven to this earth. 
God reached down and kissed 
earth and we got caught in the 
smack. Jesus was born to show 
us God’s great love for all 
mankind.

God saw down through time 
what His Son Jesus Christ 
would do for mankind. God 
saw the death, burial and res-
urrection of His only Son and 
that by the blood of Jesus, He 
would make us pure and righ-
teous and give us the ability to 
become His sons. God wanted 
a family, and Jesus made it 
possible for this to happen. 
Look at Jesus and you know 
how your Father feels about 
you!

We can all shout, “Glory to 
God in the highest, for God 
has given us peace with Him-
self and with each other.”  

 “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy 
which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city 
of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”

great joy







By Bonnie Duell

How would you like to give your family gifts that make 
forever memories—gifts that each one will talk about for 
years to come?

All the ads on TV and in newspapers are striving to entice 
us to think that Christmas is for shopping and buying and 



wrapping a ton of presents for 
your family and friends. That can 

be fun too, but how about giving a gift that 
each person will remember all of his or her 
days?

One of our favorite memory gifts is the one 
we give our immediate family every  
Christmastime. As grandparents, we treat 
them to three days and two nights at a local 
family-centered hotel (we enjoy Embassy 
Suites). We all spend time together playing 
board games, visiting, eating, swimming, 
etc. The younger ones love riding in the 
elevators and “walking briskly” (no running 
allowed) through the hallways overlooking 
the courtyard. 

You can also plan an event similar in your 
own home if your family is not as large as 
ours. Each family prepares a devotional to 
share one of the mornings. We take time to 
express what each one is thankful for. 

One of our granddaughters, Kendyll, 22, 
expressed her appreciation, “This is the best 
Christmas gift any grandparents could give!”

Honoring those celebrating birthdays is done 
with “Silver Boxes,” where we bless the cel-
ebrant with our words. This custom comes 
from Proverbs 25:11, “A word fitly spoken is 
like apples of gold in settings of silver.” We 
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speak blessings over the individual and 
“acknowledge every good thing” in him 
or her. (Philemon 6) It’s like prophesy-
ing over the person. Speaking a  
blessing over someone is speaking a 
positive outcome, whereas a curse is a 
spoken negative outcome. 

Spending time together like this, speak-
ing good things into each other, seeing 
the God qualities in someone, helps to 
give him or her an identity from God’s 
view and opinion. The family member 
experiences being “accepted in the  
beloved,” like God desires for His  
children. After all, anyone can see and 
speak faults and condemnation. This 
helps one renew his or her mind to put 
on “ . . . the NEW man created by God 
in true righteousness and holiness” 
(Ephesians 4:24).

In all your holiday gatherings remember 
this admonition from Ephesians 4:29, 
“Let no corrupt words proceed out of 
your mouth, but what is good for neces-
sary edification, that it may impart grace 
to the hearers.”

Create memories  
  that will last    
forever! 



- from the kitchen of Bonnie Duell





Walking out your dreams and vision will ul-
timately be “walking out” the beliefs of your 
heart! So, it’s time to reconnect with your heart. I 
believe you have to connect with others also. You 
don’t do life alone; you need a team.
 
What steps will you take this next year? Live 
with intention and purpose. Establish some per-
sonal safeguards so that you don’t live in default 
mode—reverting back to pre-programmed ways 
of thinking with no growth. In this season of gift 
giving and presents, here are some questions to 
ask yourself:  Are you present with those around 
you? Are you paying attention? This is the gift 
you can give to others! Allow what you do each 
day to contribute to where you say you desire to 
go.
 

In Genesis, God said, “Let there be light!” Words 
of faith created light. 2 Corinthians 4:13 states, 
“It is written: ‘I believed; therefore I have spo-
ken.’ With that same spirit of faith we also be-
lieve and therefore speak, because we know that 
the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead 
will also raise us with Jesus and present us with 
you in His presence. All this is for your benefit, 
so that the grace that is reaching more and more 
people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the 
glory of God.”
 
Paul is speaking about having the same kind of 
faith in God as the Old Testament psalmist. He 
is quoting Psalm 116:10, “I believed, therefore I 
speak.” Paul’s faith in God caused him to speak 
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and proclaim the truth of the gospel just as the 
Old Testament prophets’ faith caused them to 
speak. In 2 Corinthians 4:12, Paul spoke about 
enduring death so that life could come to others. 
He was willing to do this because he believed in 
the resurrection. 

Anything you suffer in this life will be more than 
compensated in the life to come (Romans 8:18). 
Paul’s eternal view reduced all his problems to a 
light affliction. Let’s face it: to live out a dream, 
you oftentimes have to endure and overcome 
obstacles so it can resurrect.
 
Let’s glean insight by looking at the relationship 
Moses had with God. In Numbers 12:5-8, the 
Lord came in a pillar of cloud and said, “Listen 
to my words: “When a prophet of the LORD is 
among you, I reveal myself to him in visions, I 
speak to him in dreams. But this is not true of 
my servant Moses; he is faithful in all my house. 
With him I speak face to face, clearly and not in 
riddles; he sees the form of the LORD.”
Moses was uniquely set apart by the Lord and 
spoken to by God. Modern translations say “face 
to face,” but this doesn’t mean they looked each 
other in the eye and talked. God revealed Him-
self to Moses. He beheld the appearance of the 
Lord—first in the burning bush, next upon the 
mountain of fire and while hidden in the cleft 
of the rock as the glory (goodness) of the Lord 
passed him by. 

As Hebrews says, God has something better for 
you—a New Covenant! Hebrews 7:22, “ . . .  
Jesus has become the guarantee of a better cov-
enant.” Why are so many not experiencing a walk 
with the Lord that is better than that of Moses? 
The Lord didn’t call Moses until he “turned aside 
to see.” Will you take time to turn aside and see 
what He will say? 

How many burning bushes have you walked past 
in your busy schedule? The Lord wants to em-
power you with His passion, vision and fire, not 
cause His bush to burn you out! Find out what 
you are called to do as you experience an intimate 
and confident relationship with the Lord.
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 No call is insignificant; only your view of it may 
be. We are all called to make disciples, yet the 
outworking of this is in the aspect of your unique, 
individual gifting being expressed. Get really cre-
ative! Only you can answer the call on your life. 
Your call will open all the right doors and create 
the right opportunities. Be who God created you to 
be! If you labor beyond what your gift can pro-
duce, you will be a “cloud without rain, promising 
and attempting that which you cannot fulfill.” 

We are intentionally giving gifts to those that we 
love this Christmas season! In Proverbs 18:16 
it says, “A man’s gift makes room for him, and 
brings him before great men.” In the NIV, “A gift 
opens the way for the giver and ushers him into 
the presence of the great.” This is what the Queen 
of Sheba did in I Kings 10. She brought such an 
abundance of gifts that it opened a door for her to 
Solomon. Her gifts brought her before the most 
famous man of her day. 

Your gifts open doors for you. Trust God to bring 
you divinely orchestrated relationships and con-
nections. Let your personal limitations make room 
for others around you to succeed and fulfill their 
call. We need not fear someone else’s success. 

Allow your values and personal work ethic to gov-
ern your pursuits. Have you met people who were 
always afraid they might do too much? That is a 
stingy, fearful attitude. Lose the bad habits that 
hinder your personal progress. God’s grace will 
energize you as walk out His will. 

Enjoy the journey and the people God places in 
your life along the way.
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December 24

Candlelight Service at Faith 
Ministries Church International,  
Lakewood, Colorado, 5:00 – 
6:00 p.m.

December 31

New Year’s Eve Service, 6:00 
p.m., FMCI, Praise, Worship and 
Holy Spirit Gifts

January 6-8

Jim Richards, Heart Matters, 
FMCI (See Ad)

January 16-20

Youth Camp in Joao Pessoa, 
Brazil
 (See Ad)

February 18-19

Dennis and Denise Capra, FMCI

March 14-16

Amazing Grace Gathering, St. 
Louis, Missouri, with Capras and 
Duells

March 24-25

Arthur Meintjes, FMCI

April 28-29

Clifton and Geri Coulter, FMCI

April 29

Clifton and Geri Coulter,  
Mountain High Christian Center, 
Conifer, Colorado, 9:15 a.m.

June 18-22

World Conference, FMCI, 
Lakewood, Colorado (See Ad)

July 16-20

U.S. Youth Camp, Camp Won-
dervu, Golden, Colorado

August 31- Sept 2

Men’s Encounter, Trail West 
Lodge, Buena Vista, Colorado

October

Amazing Grace Gathering, New 
England, with Capras and Duells

March 9-11

Dave and Bonnie Duell, 
FMWOC, Kansas City, Missouri


