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Roger lifted the ringing phone to his 

ear to take the next crisis call in his 

bustling construction office in Texas. 

Outside, a young foreman waited his turn 

to have an ear with the busy president. 

Troubleshooting was Roger’s gift. It 

didn’t matter how tangled the problem, 

Roger, a large jovial man in his fifties, 

enjoyed being able to see the “big 

picture,” calmly unraveling the situation 

one string at a time. He had learned over 

the years that getting the “big picture” 

included listening to the Holy Spirit so that 

not only would the building project stay on 

track, but also the people he managed would 

be treated as valuable. They would often get 

a private moment with Roger for prayer or an 

encouraging word. Along with Roger’s joy of  run-

ning a successful construction company, he maintained 

a passion for missions. Often he would take his skills and 

crews to a developing country to build churches, schools 

and clinics. 

Continued on page 8





Have you thought about making your business count for eternity?

Wouldn’t you feel a sense of  reward if  all your hard work 
accomplished more than just taking care of  your needs?

What legacy would you like to leave behind when you leave this 
earth?

Would you like to invest your life in something that will outlast 
it?

Why not consider investing in something that will bring 
eternal reward. Think of  your business as your ministry.

Faith Ministries International Network is making a difference 
throughout the world. Your financial gifts will multiply expo-
nentially into good works for the kingdom of  God on earth. 
We are getting the Good News message to the world, changing 
the way people see God. What an investment opportunity!

Join with us today. Become a Business Ministry Partner in 
FMIN. (See the feature article by Ellene Meece.) Or simply give 
from your heart to impact the world with the gospel. 

You’ll be glad you did.

Inquire at info@fmin.org for Business Ministry Partnership or 
Friends of  FMIN Partnership or simply go to www.fmin.org 
to donate online to help us maintain momentum for kingdom 
projects. 

•

•

•

•
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What is Faith Ministries International Network? 
We are a relational Network of  independent churches and 
ministries under the spiritual guidance of  Dave and Bonnie Duell 
and Dennis and Denise Capra. Our message is the freedom of  
grace and peace through faith righteousness in Jesus Christ. We are 
expanding the Kingdom of  God by establishing local churches and 
translocal ministries, raising up spiritual leaders and empowering 
all believers to walk in the fullness of  their callings and giftings. We 
connect people and inspire dreams and vision through confer-
ences, camps, mission trips, and resources such as newsletters and 
our website.

We have grown to over one hundred partners, representing 
hundreds of  churches and ministries in twenty-five countries.

Newsletter Mission Statement 
It is our intention to bring the Good News of  the Gospel of  Peace 
with heartfelt stories, images of  world changers, teaching articles 
and reports to help transform our readers. We desire to utilize the 
Newsletter to not only educate but also to encourage our partners 
and readers with the positive message of  God’s grace and love.

Calling All Business People!
From Bonnie and Dave Duell
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God spoke to the Director of  In Motion 
Ministries: “Look for multiple streams of  
income.” This caused us to think outside of  
the box. If  you are in ministry you are ‘worthy 
of  your hire’ and should expect the body to 
support you.  Right? That was not happening, 
and we realized changes were needed. Could 
God’s words be correct? We thought so!      

We are blessed with a staff  that has been 
willing to commit their time, gifts, and vision 
to our organization knowing they will not 
be on salary. What they are given is time and 
encouragement to pursue outside entrepre-
neurial adventures. This means, as a ministry, 
we respect their schedule knowing there may 
be times when they are away from our office 
when it might not be the most convenient for 
us. We have staff  that is supporting themselves 
by:

• Passive investments    
• Catering weddings and dinners    
• Odd job carpentry    
• E-bay sales    
• Real Estate investments    
• Cleaning houses 

What an opportunity for quality people who 
are dedicated to God to be able to fulfill their 

business 
potential and ministry desires at the same time! 
And our faithful and generous financial part-
ners know that every penny sent in support is 

used to keep the office running so missionaries 
can be sent to the field.

Likewise, each missionary, either short or long-
term, has to use creativity in raising his or her 
support money. We are using a unique method 
with the funds of  our long-term missionaries. 
Our plan is to manage their money so that 
they have reliable, steady funds to live on while 
on the field. Equally important, those funds 
will be there when it is time for them to come 
home.        

It is very possible for anyone to go on a short-
term mission trip.  We have seen God work 
wonders for those who rise to His call to go 
to the nations. He is always faithful when we 
pursue His calling. From our mission-biased 
perspective, we cannot imagine why every 
Christian does not want to go! If  that is you, 
then we encourage you to do your part with 
financial support. It takes so little.     

One of  our teams had the privilege to person-
ally deliver sets of  clothes and pairs of  shoes 
to children in China. Some had never owned 
shoes. Tears streamed down their little faces as 
they bowed in appreciation. You know that not 
one missionary was without tears. It only cost 
$10 a child.

Do you know that 90 cents will deliver a Bible 
to a Chinese Christian? Nearly 30,000 Chinese 
are accepting the Lord EACH DAY. How will 
they grow without the Word? Do not believe 
the reports that religious freedom exists in 
China, or that Bibles are readily available. 
And China is only one country that needs our 
combined help.

 Whether in business or ministry or both, God 
is networking us together to accomplish His 
divine goals.

By Norma Dunn, FMIN Partner, In Motion Ministries, 
Greeley, Colorado, USA. Author of  Go Ye . . . Short Term 
Missions Made Practical and 101 Ways to Flush a Toilet. To 
contact IMM regarding these books, short-term mission trips or 
staff  opportunities, email at:  in-mo-tion@juno.com. 

Business and Missions
A perspective on money and missions from 
In Motion Ministries  



Robert and Sandi Brancio have lived on the 
cutting edge their entire married and ministry 
life. In fact, Robert and Sandi met on the 
streets while Sandi was ministering to the lost. 
God used Sandi to witness to Robert. Robert 
gave his life to the Lord and the rest is history!

They immediately became a power team in 
ministry, coupling Robert’s building skills with 
Sandi’s people skills to make a difference in the 
lives of  all they touched. Their ministry, Ap-
pointed Time Ministries, has shared the love of  
Jesus relentlessly in their own city of  Denver, 
Colorado and abroad. 

But lately, life has dealt them some tough 
blows. 

Sandi became the primary care giver for her 
ailing mother who suffered blindness and her 
sister who was stricken with cancer. Then 
Robert was diagnosed with Hepatitis C, which 
the doctors say is in Stage 3. The couple had to 
make even more adjustments.

On the heels of  these crises, Hurricane 
Katrina hit New Orleans where nearly seventy 
members of  Sandi’s family live. Robert and 
Sandi were immediately a source of  refuge and 
ministry for their displaced relatives.

All of  these severe circumstances forced the 
“on-the-go” couple to be homebound and bur-
ied with responsibilities beyond their means. 
How do you gather income to cover the costs 
of  such extreme needs and also continue to do 
ministry? 

With a positive, “I belong to God and I am 
glad to be His child; I will continue to rejoice 
and be joyful and continue to believe and trust 
in Him” attitude, the couple is an awesome 
example of  not only survival, but also victori-
ous living in Christ!

Look What the Lord Has Done:

Sandi writes, 

Praise God, I am continuing ministering 
on the Internet and have seen 63 folks 
get saved through the chat lines since 
the beginning of  the year. I spend an 

hour a day, and I expect at 
least one person a day to get 
saved! When you can’t go out 
to minister, there is always a way 
to reach the lost for Jesus. This year 
alone we have seen 47 get saved through 
our food bank…. Since the opening 
of  the food bank, we have seen God 
multiply the food so many times; after 
all, it is His food bank. No one has ever 
been turned away. 

Mom is on the verge of  being set 
free and healed. We know it! We will 
continue to love her and see her fulfill 
her destiny on this planet. That will 
be a testimony to our whole 
family. My little sister Lupe 
is totally healed from cancer. 
Praise the Lord! We have many 
family members who lost their 
homes in New Orleans, but not 
their spirit. Wonderful things are 
happening to my family. Glory 
to God! 

God has given us an Avon 
business to help with finances 
. . . and most of  it has been 
done from our home! In less than seven 
months, we have over one hundred 
thirty people working for us now, and 
we are about to be promoted to the 
third level, which is one from the top. 
I am able to care for my Mom at home 
and still make money. God continues to 
discount our debt by 75 to 80 percent. 
We can see financial freedom is just 
around the corner. We can see we will be 
able to travel all over the world and give 
freely wherever we go. We are so excited! 
Look what the Lord has done—just by 
believing and trusting Him.

You may reach Robert and Sandi Brancio at: 
missions@appointedtimeministries.com

By Ellene Meece

A Lesson in Trust
Serving God And Others In The Face of Adversity



What does prosperity mean to you? 
Does it mean, as some think, to “get 
all you can, can all you can get, and sit 
on the can?” My definition of  prosper-
ity is having enough of  God’s supply 
to accomplish God’s instructions. It’s 
a heart attitude that realizes I want 
to prosper not only for myself  but in 
order to be able to minister to others.

Living to give will add a new dimension 
to you that will change your life. It will 
put contagious joy in your heart. It will 
cause you to live free and secure in 

an insecure world and will allow you to be a 
blessing to many others!

Living to give, living to bless, living to share, 
living to care, living to love, living to minister, 
living to help and living to encourage—this is 
the Ultimate Lifestyle! I have two hands—one 
hand to receive and one hand to give.  I live in 
the middle and there is always enough for me.

DECIDE TO BE A GIVER

Make the decision to give no matter what 
situation you find yourself  in.  When you are in 

need, your mind tells you that you cannot give. 
That is the time you need to give the most. 

Some years ago when we planted our first 
church in Greeley, Colorado, we traveled to 
a conference at a church in Houston, Texas, 
pastored by John Osteen. John was raising 
money for his building fund, and we were led 
to pledge $1000—which we didn’t have. That 
night the Holy Spirit spoke to two business-
men who were with us, and they pledged 
$100,000 to our ministry! 

Another instance was when we were at Christ 
For The Nations for six weeks, and the Holy 
Spirit spoke to me to give my watch to a 
friend who was graduating. I then made a deal 
with God for watches. Up to this date I have 
received and have given away 128 watches. 

It works. II Corinthians 9:7 encourages, “Let 
each man give as he purposes in his heart.” 
That is the problem for many people—they 
haven’t purposed to give anything! Purpose in 
your heart to live to give. Decide to be a giver.

DETERMINE YOUR HARVEST

Determine your harvest. II Corinthians 9:6 
says, “He which sows sparingly shall reap also 

Living To Give
The Ultimate Lifestyle



sparingly; and he which sows bountifully, 
shall reap also bountifully.”  “He that sows a 
few seeds will reap a meager crop, but he that 
sows many seeds will reap a bumper crop!”  
Why? So that you will have more seeds to 
sow.

Luke 6:38 “…for with the same measure 
that you give, it will be given back to you!” 
What is your measuring stick—a teaspoon 
or a shovel? Many people are sowing into 
God’s kingdom with teaspoons and expect-
ing barrels of  blessings. Throw away the 
teaspoon and use the shovel. The widow who 
gave her last coin used a shovel. The little boy 
that gave his lunch used a shovel. Too many 
people in the body of  Christ are using rakes 
instead of  shovels! A rake is used to bring to 
you… to bring the riches just to you; but a 
shovel is for giving! Start shoveling!

Start where you are. Many people are dream-
ing of  giving great amounts when they are 
rich, and they never start where they are! No 
farmer would stand in a field where he has 
never sown and expect a harvest. But Chris-
tians are doing it daily. They expect to reap 
where they haven’t sown!

You determine your harvest by your giving! 
Determine that you are going to reap a 
bumper crop by sowing many seeds. Watch 
where you sow your seeds. When I was a 
farmer, I wouldn’t think of  just throwing 
seeds out on any ground.  I knew the ground 
in which I sowed.  Make sure you are sowing 
in good ground—like FMIN—and not just 
wasting your seed. 

When you give because you can’t help it, 
you’ll be blessed because you can’t stop it!  
It needs to be a habit!  God’s blessings can 
come through raises, gifts, good health, good 
deals when you shop, through people, etc.

DESIRE THE ETERNAL

You will live to give only when you desire 
eternal things! Colossians 3:1 says, “If  then 

you were raised with Christ, seek 
those things which are above, 
where Christ is sitting at the right 
hand of  God.”  Be more heavenly 
minded. Invest your life into some-
thing that will outlast it! You can’t take money 
or things with you, but you can send them on 
ahead! You can invest in eternity NOW!

Did you ever see a hearse pulling a U-Haul 
trailer?  No, you can’t take that stuff  with you. 
See your life and possessions in the light of  
eternity. You will only keep what you give away. 

I’m not talking about a poverty spirit. I’m 
talking about being a good steward with what 
you have. Realize that God owns you and all of  
your possessions. He is not against you having 
things. He is against things having you. He 
wants you to use what you have for His glory.  
He wants you to be ready to release whatever 
you have and sow it into His Kingdom! You 
don’t own what you can’t give away; it owns 
you. 

Jim Elliot, a missionary to Ecuador who was 
murdered by the Auca Indians along with five 
other missionaries in 1956, wrote under his 
graduation photo in the high school yearbook 
this profound statement, “He is no fool who 
gives what he cannot keep, to gain what he 
cannot lose!”

C. S. Lewis said this, “Aim at earth and miss 
heaven. Aim at heaven and get earth thrown 
in!” Double harvest. Reap here on earth and in 
heaven.

DISCOVER THE JOY OF GIVING

II Corinthians 9:7 states,  “…the Lord loves 
a cheerful giver.”  The joy of  giving should 
be one of  the greatest joys in your life. The 
Bible says that it’s more blessed to give than 
to receive. Search out places to give, sow and 
bless. Discover the joy of  living to give!

by Dave Duell

“Realize that 

God owns you 

and all of  your 

possessions. He 

is not against 

you having 

things. He is 

against things 

having you. He 

wants you to use 

what you have 

for His glory.”



Richard and Karen, owners of  the successful 
International Natural Foods and Supplement 
Company in the United Kingdom, walked into 
their company’s large hospitality room before 
7:00 a.m. to greet a room full of  their employ-
ees anticipating their morning coffee and Bible 
study. It was a ritual that had not diminished 
with time but had only grown as the employees 
realized the moral support and excitement in 
belonging to such a positive group. Actually, 
the entrepreneurial idea of  distributing healthy 
foods and supplements had started with 
Karen’s father who settled in England from 
Switzerland in the mid-1940s after the war. 
But, as the company grew exponentially over 
the years, Roger and Karen had been the ones 
who had birthed the entrepreneurial idea to 
care for and “pastor” the employee community 
under them. The success of  being a minister 
in their business far outweighed the financial 
success they were experiencing. Could there be 
other business “ministers” who felt the same 
way? 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil has a majestic beauty, 
with built-up areas nestled between a glorious 
bay with stunning beaches on one side and 
an abruptly rising mountain range covered by 
an abundant tropical forest on the other. In 
this unique landscape, Rolando and Maria, a 
young couple who are part of  the progressive 
segment of  the emerging Hispanic corporates 
doing business with the world, prayed together 
before heading to their office in the lively Rio 
traffic. Both had been trained in finance, and 
now as they prayed, they committed their 
desire to God to pioneer some ideas to break 
into the US Hispanic Marketing. With this 
vision in mind and God’s grace operating 

in their lives, they longed to “connect” with 
like-minded people internationally who could 
identify with their desire to grow a company 
and grow people into men and women who 
love and serve God. 

ENTER Faith Ministries International Net-
work Business Ministry Partnership! 

FMIN has become aware of  the need to 
embrace this growing segment of  entrepre-
neurial ministers into the Network. By adding 
this ‘arm’ of  Partnership, it is their desire to 
not only facilitate pastors, teachers, evangelists, 
prophets and apostles in the traditional setting 
but also to network and facilitate business 
ministers who are also in such positions in an 
enterprise setting.

According to Ephesians 4:11, five-fold minis-
tries are to edify, equip and facilitate the saints. 
As revealed in the opening stories, Business 
Ministers are at the forefront of  this mandate!

“Marketplace Ministers” is the term Paul 
Gazelka, author of  a book by the same title, 
uses for these ministers in business. He 
advocates his position: “I want to raise the 
level of  marketplace ministers, those destined 
for ministry in the marketplace. Many of  these 
ministers will be compensated through their 
occupations rather than by the gospel they are 
reflecting everyday.”

Morris E. Ruddick, a business executive, con-
sultant, enterpreneur, missionary, and author 
of  The Joseph-Daniel Calling, shares his pas-
sionate view on the evolving rise of  business 
ministers, “In the face of  political instabilities, 
economic reversals, fear and uncertainty, king-
dom opportunities not obvious to the world 
are quietly on the rise. These kingdom agendas 
reflect an interlinking of  secular enterprises 
with overriding ministry objectives.”

Kingdom Objectives
Cover Story Continued...  

Ellene Meece



How does FMIN define a Business Ministry? 
A Business Ministry is a ministry that has an 
interlinking between business enterprises and 
ministry-motivated objectives. These are men 
and women who have been called into ministry 
but who have also been called to retain ties 
to secular enterprises and draw their primary 
income from it. A Business Minister has a 
strong a mandate from God to fulfill kingdom 
objectives through enterprise. 

Maybe you have a similar story like Roger, 
Craig and Nancy, Richard and Karen or 
Rolando and Marie, your heart is saying, YES!      
I want to be a part of  a Network that recog-
nizes this unique calling inside of  me. You 
may be asking, How can I become a Business 
Ministry Partner with FMIN?  

By Ellene Meece

How will FMIN interface with my Business Ministry in a Partnership?

Include Business Partners in FMIN communications: partner mailing list (which 
includes monthly letters and audio messages), a Newsletter twice a year and 
website privileges to advertise and network online.

Include Business Ministry Partners in our partner events and training.

Gift a package of  free books, CD and a FMIN Vision Video to enhance business 
ministry goals

Provide networking among Partner membership and contacts through confer-
ences, mission trips and training opportunities.

If  you identify or know someone who may be interested in finding out more about the 
objectives and vision of  becoming a FMIN Business Ministry Partner, contact us at: info@
fmin.org and we will send you an application.

•

•

•

•

BMP Steps to become an official 
Business Ministry Partner in FMIN 
are simple:

Request and complete an Application/As-
sessment Form which will include a 
distinct proclamation of  ministry goals 
and objectives.

Complete a three-month time period to 
examine compatibility of  each others goals 
and beliefs.

Choose a monthly commitment of  
financial support to FMIN. 
 
•   Individual Business Ministry Partner 
     $100/monthly 
•   Corporate Business Ministry Partner  
     $150, $250, $500, or more/monthly

Choose a yearly commitment of  either fi-
nancial or personal involvement in at least 
one Network project, mission opportunity 
or event.

1.

2.

3.

4.



Bonnie’s Black Bean Soup
with Chili, Coconut Milk And Lime

2 Tbl olive oil 
1 small onion, finely diced 

1 1/2 tsp toasted ground cumin seeds (or regular ground cumin) 
1 tsp ground chipotle chili 
1/4 C cilantro leaves, plus extra for garnish 
3 C water  
2 15-ounce cans black beans 

1 can coconut milk 
Sea salt 

Juice of  2 fresh limes

Heat oil in a soup pot over medium heat. Add onion, cumin, chili, and cilantro. 
Cook for about 5 minutes, stirring frequently. Add 1/2 C water. Lower heat and 
cook until onion has softened, about 12 minutes.

Add beans including liquid, remaining water, and coconut milk. Bring to a boil. 
Lower heat and simmer for 15 minutes.

Remove pot from heat. With slotted spoon, remove about 1 C beans. Puree in a 
blender on high speed and return to pot. Add salt and lime juice. Ladle soup into 
heated bowls. Garnish with cilantro.

With the addition of  cooked rice, this makes a substantial main course. 

Makes about 6 cups. 



“If  you have back problems, tonight is your  
night,” exclaimed the guest speaker, Dave 
Duell, 15 years ago at a church in  St. Louis, 
Missouri.

Powerful ministry followed Dave’s short but 
profound message to the congregation.  People 
were falling on the floor, a sight Chaz Scheer 
had never seen with his own eyes, except 
perhaps once or twice on TV.  Chaz became 
excited thinking this might be the night for a 
supernatural healing in his back. 

Constant back pain was Chaz’ experience. 
If  he bent over and then tried to straighten 
back up, it felt like someone took a knife 
and stabbed him. He had to catch himself  
to keep his knees from buckling because of  
the intensity of  the pain. He was unable to 
straighten up without holding a chair or some 
other stable object.

It seemed like a large portion of  the congrega-
tion responded to Dave’s call for people with 
back problems. Chaz’ heart sank, but his friend 
encouraged him to join the crowd. Thoughts 
were racing in his head,  “What if  this works? 
What if  this doesn’t work? How is this going 
to affect my faith? What if  I fall? What if  I 
don’t fall?” Then he determined in his heart,  
“I am not going to fall to the floor to make any 
one look good.”

Nervousness consumed Chaz as he stood 
in the line waiting for ministry. Dave walked 
right past him to minister to another section 
of  people. As he did, a thick blanket of  peace 
descended upon Chaz. A surprising thought 
came to him about Dave. “That’s your best 
friend.”

Now it was Chaz’ turn for prayer. Dave was 
coming across the platform walking straight 
towards him. He was ten feet away from Chaz 
when he asked, “Were you in some kind of  
an accident where you hurt your back?” Chaz 
responded, “Yes, I fell thirty-eight feet out of  
a tree.”

The Whole Deal!
Chaz Scheer’s Wonderful Story of Healing

“Thirty-eight feet out of  a tree? 
Man! He needs the whole deal. 
Watch this. . . .” Dave made some 
movements with his arms and made 
some noises. The next thing Chaz knew, 
he was lying on his back staring up at the lights 
on the ceiling.

Chaz eventually got up and 
started to walk around, 
feeling euphoric. “I had this 
invisible energy coursing 
from my fingertips down 
through my arms. I felt so 
good and did not want to 
lose the buzz.” He wandered 
into the lobby and noticed 
Dave’s book table. The 
person working at the 
table asked him, “How is 
your back?” Chaz thought 
to himself,  “My back! I forgot all about my 
back!” It was at that point that he realized the 
pain in his back was completely gone!

The very next morning Chaz and his friend 
were scheduled to go to California, a thirty-six 
hour drive. He wasn’t sure how he would 
survive the drive, as he could not sit in a chair 
for five minutes at a time because of  the pain. 
A definite healing had taken place. Chaz and 
his friend drove straight through to San Diego 
with the exception of  sleeping several hours in 
the car.

A further progressive healing took place over 
the next year for some minor lower back pain. 
As Chaz exclaims, “For years now, I have been 
completely pain free! At age 46, my back is as 
strong as it was when I was lifting weights in 
my early 20s.” 

Chaz continues, “I want to praise God for this 
miraculous healing, and what He has done for 
me. A special thanks to Him for my forever 
friend, Dave Duell.”

By Chaz Scheer as told to Bonnie Duell

Chaz, Sherri, 
James and Joseph



Larry and Diane  Slemons, FMIN Partners In 
Process, pastors of  a brand new  church plant 
in Colorado, were home group leaders for over 
twenty-five years!  During those years, they 
experienced pastoring on the home church 
scale until God made it clear to them that they 
were to plant a church in Greeley, Colorado 
as a part of  Faith Ministries International 
Network. Dave and Bonnie encouraged them, 
and several people began offering to help in 
various areas if  they would step out and follow 
their hearts. It became evident that God was 
actually calling them!

Dave Duell led the Slemonses to Jesus when he 
was still a rancher. That was over thirty years 
ago, and they have been connected with them 
ever since. They were with them when Faith 
Ministries Fellowship started almost thirty 
years ago in Greeley, and they attended Faith 
Ministries Church International in Denver 
from its inception in 1993. 

After Dave and Bonnie ordained Larry and 
Diane at one of  their Home Uplift Group 
meetings, they embarked on an international 
teaching trip that was totally Network associ-
ated. They made lifetime friendships, and 
became even more “Network minded” real-
izing the impact this Network has in reaching 
the world. Many of  those same people have 

Planting For The Harvest
Faith Ministries International Network Church Plant

strongly supported and encouraged the Sle-
monses in this venture with financial offerings 
and encouraging words. One friend wrote, “ . 
. . freedom in the Lord to be the pastors you 
were meant to be.”  Another wrote, “Go get 
them with the message of  grace, faith righ-
teousness, and love . . . you’re just the ones to 
do it!” Still another said, “You will prosper in 
all that you do as you affect lives with the grace 
and peace of  God.”

Diane shares that the name of  the new church, 
Abiding Grace Fellowship, was not chosen by 
them but spoken to their hearts by God. She 
explains, “Initially, we anticipated the church 
name would be Faith Ministries Fellowship 
Greeley. However, during Larry’s study about 
“abiding,” God spoke to his heart about the 
relevance of  that word. Anna Stewart, FMIN 
Partner from Coventry, England, was visiting 
us at that time. In praying for the church 
plant and us God gave her some meaningful 
words for us about “grace.” It was clear to us 
that the name was to be Abiding Grace. God 
confirmed this to Larry by telling him He had 
named FMF and He was naming Abiding 
Grace Fellowship.”

So it was on a snowy night, February 9, 2006, 
at the Christian Congregational Church 
building in Greeley, Colorado that a Church 
Plant Celebration took place. Dave Duell was 
the speaker and approximately 175 people 
came in support of  this manifested dream.  
Fourteen FMIN Partners were among those in 
attendance along with other local pastors and 
ministry leaders from the area.  The Slemons’ 
home church in Denver, Faith Ministries 
Church International, was well represented in 
their support. And the group enjoyed great 
praise and worship led by Tamara Thompson, 
along with Juli Merrell, Jeanne Ferrel, Jessica 
(Slemons’ granddaughter), and Daniel Severin 
on bass. 
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FMIN upcoming events were shared. Dave 
Duell prophesied over Larry and Diane and 
then ministered mightily to many. Several 
children were born again, and others received 
the baptism of  the Holy Spirit. One of  them, 
a former atheist, stated that she didn’t look at 
her watch one time during the night!

A beautiful bouquet of  fresh flowers brought 
by FMIN enhanced the table in the Fellowship 
Hall where beverages and homemade cookies 
were served afterwards. 

The team God has placed with Larry and 
Diane is a supernatural happening! Roger 
Crouse, long-time friend of  the Duells and 
Slemonses, is in charge of  ushers, greeters, 
and the facility.  Tamara Thompson, Dave and 
Bonnie’s daughter, continues to lead praise and 
worship. 

Larry and Diane are both gifted teachers of  
the Word of  God. As Abiding Grace Fellow-
ship grows, God will continue to supply the 
parts of  this body to be a light of  hope to all 
those who are disenfranchised with religion 
and hungry for the good news of  the gospel.

By Diane Slemons as told to Ellene Meece

 
Larry and Diane Slemons have a daughter and 
son-in-law, Jodi and Lance Williams, and four grandchil-
dren who live in Greeley and are a vital part of  this church-
plant team. Their 17-year-old daughter, Jessica, is involved in 
the praise and worship and will be a strong leader in the youth 
group. They also have a son Mark and his wife Ginger who cur-
rently live in Salt Lake City, Utah, with 
their two sons and are very supportive 
and pleased about this new step. The 
Slemons’ children have all been active 
in various aspects of  ministry over the 
years, and they count themselves blessed 
to have such a wonderful  family.



FMIN Partner Cruise
The FMIN Family Vacations Together on a Caribbean Cruise!  

Island DaveMary and 
Rob Ruehle

Dennis and Denise

Sandy 
and Dan 
Hudson

Ed and 
Mona 
Shirley

Nancy and Dan Thompson, 
Cruise Hosts

Dave and 
Bonnie and 
Sheena and 
Chuck Wise-
man



Amazing Entrepreneurial Kids
Building Entrepreneurial Options

Last year, my brother and I purchased our 
first rental property. I’m sure people do this 
everyday. But the difference is, I‘m ten years 
old and my brother, Logan, is nine years old. 

Through our Mom and Dad, we’ve learned 
that making money and doing God’s stuff  go 
hand in hand. And we’ve learned how to find 
lots of  different ways to make money so that 
we aren’t just stuck with one choice of  getting 
a job when we grow up. My parents call that 
“entrepreneurial options.”

We live out in the country in North Dakota. 
So to buy this rental property, we raised sheep 
and sold them to earn money for the down 
payment and with our dad’s help, we studied 
different ways to finance the rest of  the costs. 
Then we made our move! It took guts, but we 
put a lowball offer on a repossessed mobile 
home nearby.  With God’s help we got it!  

Then our whole family, including my six-
year-old sister, went to work remodeling and 
cleaning.  It was a mess, but within two weeks 
the home was fixed and rented, making us a 

net cash flow of  $270.00 a month!! 

My brother and I have decided to use 
the profit each month to pay off  our loan 
by July,  and then we’re going to start saving it 
up to buy another house!  In fact, our goal is to 
buy several homes by high school graduation, 
so that we have money coming in each month 
to do what we feel God wants us to do in life. 
God’s ways are fun!

By Cody Kleinsasser as told to Ellene Meece 
 
Cody is the son of  Randy and 
Teri Kleinsasser, FMIN Partners, 
Pioneer Ministries, Buchanan, North 
Dakota, USA. Cody and Logan love 
talking about what they have learned 
and have given presentations to adults 
around their area. Their parents also 
offer community classes in Buchanan 
on relationships and finance as an 
outreach. Contact: rklein@daktel.com 



After years of  searching for answers 
to life, studying all the great religions 
of  the world and sampling firsthand 
every mainstream Christian denomi-
nation, Trish Lenihan still felt empty. 
Finding great enjoyment in singing 
and acting, she pursued an educa-
tion in those fields. After a brief  
teaching career in both high school 
and college, she headed for New 

York City and Broadway! En route, while stay-
ing for a time in Minneapolis, she accidentally 
happened into a church that really taught the 
Bible. Sunday, August 7, 1966, marked a new 
beginning for Trish. Sensing God had a better 
idea, she quit her singing job at the nightclub, 
and through a series of  astounding miracles 
went to work the next Monday morning for 
the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association!

Within two months Trish was being asked to 
share her testimony all over the Twin Cities. 
Later she went on staff  with Youth For Christ. 
Then after seeing so many people come to 
Jesus through numerous Christian Women’s 
Clubs where she was speaking, she told the 
Lord, “I’ll go anywhere You want me to for 
that organization as long as people get born 
again.” He took her up on it. For eight years 
she never unpacked her suitcase traveling to all 
but three states in the U.S., throughout Canada 
and six other countries. 

Trish kept praying for the people at home and 
asking the Lord to raise up someone to reach 
out to them—especially the ranch and rodeo 
people. Then one day He told her He wanted 
her to establish a Christian guest ranch and 
Bible conference center. The first step was an 
independent traveling ministry based out of  
Medora, North Dakota. While serving on the 
board of  directors for both the Miss Rodeo 

North Dakota and Miss Rodeo America 
Pageants, she had many opportunities to 
minister—from the National Finals Rodeo and 
the National Western Stock Show in Denver to 
small town rodeos, churches and anywhere she 
could. 

It was January 1978, and on one of  those 
Denver trips, she was scheduled to sing and 
speak at a church in Greeley, Colorado. Her 
host couple “just happened” to be Dave and 
Bonnie Duell. At breakfast the next morning, 
Dave read her mail regarding back problems 
and it totally startled her. Even though she 
thought he was pretty spooky, she could not 
refuse the offer of  healing. God healed her 
back and she watched her leg extend as that 
adjustment took place. She left there thinking, 
‘There’s something going on that I don’t know 
about, but I’m going to find out.’ After three 
weeks of  studying scriptures that she had 
previously avoided, Trish said, “Okay Lord, 
I see it, I get it, let’s go.” In that moment the 
Lord filled her with His Holy Spirit and a new 
language flowed out! 

Many years of  friendship with Dave and 
Bonnie began, and the Lord used Dave to 
minister healing to Trish’s sister, her parents 
and hundreds of  others in North Dakota as he 
began to fly to Bismarck every other Tuesday 
to minister to Catholics, Lutherans, Method-
ists, Presbyterians and non-church goers alike. 
Dave has ministered at many Roundups (Bible 
Conferences) at Circle C Ranch over the years, 
and Trish, a charter member of  FMIN, has 
always been grateful for the divine connection 
with the Duells. 

Circle C Ranch is a place where thousands 
have come to know Jesus. At present, Trish 
is sponsoring Bible Rodeo Clinics with rodeo 

Extending God’s Grace
Trish Lenihan, FMIN Partner
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champions who love the Lord and primarily 
want to share their faith in Jesus Christ, and 
secondly their rodeo skills. She has added 
regular Bible Buck-outs where she teaches a 
half-hour Bible study and then kids can get on 
practice bulls—if  they attend the Bible study. 
All the bull riders are accepting Christ along 
with girlfriends, parents, sisters, brothers and 
friends. It’s common to see 10 to 20 salvations 
at each event. 

One night Trish expressed her surprised to see 
a young bull rider present who had been hurt 
at a rodeo and wasn’t scheduled to ride. He 
grinned and said, “I didn’t want to miss any of  
the church stuff.” Now at the request of  the 
kids, she is teaching a Bible study without bulls 
once a week and again seeing new births along 
with growth in the new believers.

Today, Trish has her answers for life and they 
are all found in Jesus Christ and the adventures 
He had prearranged for her to live!

By Trish Lenihan as told to Ellene Meece



Over 3000 Attend Crusade in Nigeria!

Effiong and Uduak Noah, FMIN Partners 
in Nigeria, completed a five-day crusade and 
Leadership Summit in January 2006. During 
the crusade over 300 people gave their lives to 
God with more than three thousand attending! 
They also had seventeen students graduate 
from their Leadership School and thirty new 
students enroll. 

Plan Moving Forward!

“Our course is set, and we are moving for-
ward!” says Seth Dunn, director of  In Motion 
Ministries. One year ago God spoke to the 
Dunns, FMIN Partners, Greeley, Colorado, 
USA, about steps to take towards building a 
new office and missions training center. One 
year later a lot of  people are involved and the 
process is well under way. IMM’s mission trip 
to Costa Rica accomplished much towards the 
goal of  placing a full-time missionary family 
there in 2006. And last fall, their mission trip 
to Europe was a big success. “We actually got 
to celebrate a Thanksgiving dinner in Swit-
zerland with an American, his Swiss wife, our 
British friends, and a lady from Australia! Our 
time in Hungary was very special…. We also 
had the pleasure of  seeing our friends, Chris 
and Terri Wright, [FMIN Partners] in their 
place of  ministry in Marseilles, France.” IMM 
has several short-term mission opportunities 
scheduled for 2006. Contact them at www.
inmotionministries.org. 

Golden Stars Shine in Russia!

Rick and Denise Renner, FMIN Partners, 
Moscow, Russia, have cultivated a ministry 
to senior citizens. The name of  this church 
ministry is Golden Age, which has additional 
outreaches that have proven to be a blessing to 
thousands of  elderly in Moscow. The Vitamin 
Club meets on a monthly basis and provides 
entertainment, medical advice from a physi-
cian, and a month’s supply of  vitamins for all 
who attend. Recently the Renners hosted a 
“Golden Stars” event attended by thousands 
of  elderly people and top governmental 
officials who were touched by the love of  God. 
Rick writes, “I believe this was the most visible, 
high-level event ever done in Moscow by any 
Protestant church. It certainly was the most 
high-impact event we have ever conducted…I 
know we will see many of  them in Heaven 
as a result of  the seed that began to be sown 
into their hearts at this event!” The Renners 
are willing to provide any church with training 
that will help them establish this same kind of  
social evangelism outreach in their community. 
You can contact them on their church website: 
www.mgnc.org. 

‘Tis the Season to Share God’s Love!

Faith Ministries World Outreach Center and 
Dennis and Denise Capra, pastors, had an 
outreach to the community of  Grandview, 
Missouri, and surrounding areas this past 

WITWIH?
What in the World Is Happening?



Christmas. Because flyers were sent to local 
schools advertising free toys to families in 
need, hundreds of  people showed up and 
registered. Before going into the toy distribu-
tion area, the adult visitors watched a twelve-
minute drama based on the Dating Game 
TV show. A girl had to choose from a male 
model, a chopper rider, a builder and Jesus. At 
first, she chose wrongly. One guy gave her an 
unwanted pregnancy. The other was arrested, 
leaving her with his debt. Finally she was able 
to get a do-over and she chose Jesus. Simulta-
neously, the parents’ children were in another 
room hearing the gospel. Over 50 were born 
again and 1400 toys were given away. What a 
team effort!

Tsunami Devastation in India Reversed by 
Dedicated FMIN Partners!

Jim and Pam Kilpatrick, Castle Rock, 
Colorado, USA, and the Paramanandams, 
FMIN Partners in Process, Chennai, India, 
teamed up their ministries to touch seventy-
seven families in India with the love of  Jesus 
and daily necessities which included re-estab-
lishing businesses and rebuilding houses. Dr.P 
detailed the results, “Many of  these families 
that were helped are Hindu. Due to this love 
and aid, many will become believers in Christ! 
Out of  desperation they came to [our church] 
and many continue to come weekly to the 
services! The message of  the love of  God 
expressed through Jesus Christ and His work 
on the cross will win their hearts!”

300 Children Receive Lesson in Missions!

Claudia Porter’s FMIN Partner, Morrison, 
Colorado, USA recent ministry to 300 future 
missionaries (students) in chapel at the school 
where she teaches was a fabulous example 
of  creative mission awareness. Groups of  
students were seated to represent various 
nations. Claudia made sure the students 
representing nations in the unreached 10-40 
Window were seated together, and she gave 

large trays of  sliced bread to the 
already-reached nations while the 
others watched, salivating. Claudia 
noted, “Children are quick to speak 
out against injustice. I kept talking 
and ignored them. When the second 
serving started to be served to the  same 
group, there was an outcry. I lobbed a tiny roll 
into the 10-40 crowd and almost caused a riot. 
Finally, I asked the reached side what should 
be done, all the while teaching the statistics 
and need... They came up with the answer, 
‘WE HAVE TO TAKE OUR BREAD AND  
SHARE!’  Bingo. So I had more basketfuls 
ready to be delivered by students who vol-
unteered to GO.” The experience was ended 
with a music video of  dedication with the 
main chorus being, “Here am I Lord...send 
me.”  The children were weeping. 

Bruce and Claudia Porter each have stories 
that were chosen for inclusion in the newest 
Chicken Soup for the Christian Soul, Vol. 2. This 
is nothing short of  a miracle considering the 
stringent selection process that thousands of  
submitted prospective stories undergo. Bruce’s 
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story is titled “The Little Broom,” and tells of  
his time of  labor and ministry at Ground Zero 
in New York City after the 9/11 terror attack. 
He receives a cell phone call from his little girl 
that changes his life! Claudia’s story is titled 
“The Almost Missed Miracle,” and tells of  the 
amazing journey she took to adopt a little girl 
from China. Faced with the real prospect of  
receiving a child with a birth defect, she must 
choose between selfish desires for a perfect 
child, and the need of  an innocent little girl 
who desperately needs a family. Have some 
Kleenex handy!  Claudia can be contacted at: 
claudia@torchlifechurch.org

 
 

Deb Wittmier in disguise in Vietnam 
 
Underground Bible College Alive and 
Well!

Harvey and Deborah Wittmier, FMIN Part-
ners, Littleton, Colorado, USA, responded to 
an opportunity to minister together in Nepal. 
They ministered in Ranjit and Sarah Kunwar’s 
church and in the largest Bible College in Ne-
pal. But, the test of  penetrating this country 
with God’s love was their eight-hour car ride 
along a mountainous road with hairpin curves 
and military check points along the way, and 

then another twelve kilometers up a mountain 
side where the vehicle could not proceed; and 
then on foot through rice paddies for several 
hundred yards to a house. There they minis-
tered for four days to Living Church, a group 
of  joyful people who have been brought 
from the darkness of  Hinduism to the light 
of  Jesus Christ. Deborah went on to minister 
in Vietnam. She taught students at a four-year 
Bible College and taught at a secret meeting 
for pastors and leaders of  the underground 
church.  She wrote, “The believers so love the 
Lord they risk arrest, imprisonment or even 
death to come to secret meetings within this 
communist country.  This was such a wonder-
ful opportunity to teach the grace of  God to 
the persecuted church, and such an honor to 
do so.”

Living the Good News!!

Peter and Kristie Miller’s FMIN Partners, 
Kansas City, Missouri, USA trip to Guam, 
the Philippines and Nepal was an impacting 
season in their lives. Each country provided 
a variety of  different ministry opportunities. 
They were invited by a pastor who is develop-
ing a drug rehabilitation program with gov-
ernment grants. Kristie was able to minister 
each morning to the “half-way house” girls 
who are in the drug, alcohol, and post-prison 
rehabilitation program, giving them God’s 
grace.  The church services they preached in 
had congregations of  Chimarro, Filipino and 
American families. Pete was a big blessing to 
their hosts by installing tile in their home and 
discipling some of  the under-shepherds in 
the process. It was the first time in their host’s 
ten year mission career that anyone had done 
something for them personally. In the Philip-
pines, the Millers renewed their relationships 
with their fellowship of  pastors and had a 
very intimate time of  honest sharing and 
praying for each other. They also saw many 
healings, both physically and emotionally. In 
Nepal, with Ranjit and Sarah Kunwar, they 
preached in eight churches, hosted 350 beau-
tiful Nepalese women for a day of  revelation 



and restoration with many manifestations of  
God’s healing power; and they witnessed a 
young lady who was able to speak for the first 
time! Kristie asserts, “. . . the point of  our 
entire overseas ministry. . . is not to go with 
any preconceived agenda but humbly in search 
of  where God is at work so that we can be the 
greatest blessing to those who are searching. . . 
people appreciate the Christ in us, particularly 
when He shows up in our weakness.”

Sharing the Good News in Brazil or Bust!  

Dennis & Denise Capra, FMIN Partners, 
Kansas City, Missouri, USA, and team spear-
headed and hosted a four-day Leadership 
Conference for pastors and ministry leaders 
at a Youth With A Mission base in Curitiba, 
Brazil, with Ton Sampaio. They shared gifts 
and resources with ministry leaders, visited 
the local Children’s Cancer Hospital, achieved 
street outreach and spoke to a young adults’ 
soccer team! Utilizing skits, puppets, clowning 
and other outreach tools while giving out 
tracts, the good news was proclaimed. FMIN 
materials were translated into Portuguese to 
leave with the leaders.  The team hosted a 
luncheon for pastors where they gave them 
the opportunity to connect with FMIN! Frank 
and Barb Livingston, Sandy Hudson, Julia Kay 
Ellis, Jeanne Bignall and Betty Balsley were 
among the US Team. FMIN Partners, Jay and 
Luz Mary Soper, Bogotá, Colombia, also 
joined the team in ministry. 

Finding Family on the Other Side of  the 
World!

Jan Moshier, FMIN Partner, Illinois, USA, 
voices her feelings about the mission trip she 
led to Kenya October 2005. “How amazing to 
have planned a trip for months and months 
and to suddenly have the time arrive and 
be swept away to a foreign country on the 
opposite side of  the earth to work with people 
there that feel like family! How amazing for us 
to meet and touch our brothers and sisters in 
Christ in that place. Each day spent in Kenya 
was a special gift unfolding with new faces to 

meet, connections 
to be made and that 
stunning country 
to traverse.” They were a team of  nineteen 
from the States, joined by wonderful Kenyans. 
One person on the team even got to travel 
to Kisumu and see her Compassion Child 
she had supported for years! The group built 
a 30 foot by 60 foot church building in five 
days, packaged around 1,500 bags of  dried 
beans and corn, purchased pre-packaged 
maize flour, and distributed food to around 
2,500 people to take to their homes and share 
with their families. They also procured a 
well-rounded variety of  medicines and held 
free health clinics and eye examination clinics, 
along with praying for healing, and conducted 
open-air worship services. One of  the high-
lights was driving to Nakuru and spending 
two wonderful days with Lenah and Bill 
Kilel, FMIN Partners and directors of  Grace 
Bible College. 

Venezuela Miracles!

Ed and Mona Shirley, FMIN Partners, Co-
nifer, Colorado, USA, have sponsored eleven 
trips to Venezuela! They have taken teams 
nine of  the eleven times and completed trip 
number nine in January 2006. Since 2001, the 
Shirleys have known that God wanted them 
to adopt four sisters in the orphanage. They 
said yes, opened up their hearts and began the 
rigorous legal process. Each time they return, 
God brings the manifestation of  this desire 
closer to reality. This time their mission was 
to go to the orphanage, see “their girls,” love 
on all the children, work with the children’s 
English and encourage Tony and Rosa, the 
orphanage directors. Mona communicated 
some details about their trip, “There are about 
60 children in the orphanage right now. We 
spent a lot of  time with our girls. They would 
come in our room and spend hours with us. 
They watched movies, listened to our music; 
we read English books together. We went into 
town for a nice dinner and they got to come 
along. They are now 10, 11, almost 13, and 
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almost 14. When we were going to town for 
dinner, someone asked Karina, 11, why she 
got to go and they didn’t. Her answer was, 
“This is about our family.” That was so good. 
Keep praying for governmental favor. Tony 
and Rosa have another orphanage started in 
Honduras and we have a team going there in 
April.” Stay tuned for the culmination of  the 
Shirley’s Venezuela miracle! 

By Ellene Meece
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Upcoming Events
June 12-15, 2006

World Conference 
Denver, Colorado

July 10-14, 2006
USA Youth Camp 
Breckenridge, Colorado

July 31-Aug. 4, 2006
European Youth Camp 
High Wycombe, England

September 8-10, 2006
September 8-10, 2006 
USA Men’s Conference 
Silver Creek, Colorado 
September 10-14, 2006 
Optional USA Tour

September 22-24, 2006
European Men’s Conference 
Coventry, England 
September 19-22, 2006 
Optional England Tour

November 5-16, 2006
Israel Ministry Tour
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